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It was when the Imperial City, of the Old Empire, 
PK, was officially renamed The Sleeping City (though, 
truth be told, the locals had called it that for years). 


PRINCE 
INDWORM OF 
SCANDA! 


It was a time of multiple Emperors sans empire. 
Fresh ones were springing up nearly every day, 
proclaiming themselves the rightful new lord of lords 


I MARK 
YOU A FALSE 
EMPEROR AND AN 

UPSTART! 


YZ soe = : ~S , 
a 
id ‘In which we catch up witb the life 
a In G € auty and restful times of one of our long 
tS + 


overlooked friends, as she continues 


SCD sleeping on the job. “SS 
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—_ = I JUDGE you Guilty ~<S 
Ru OF TREASON AGAINST MYSELF, 
Vou Mele dutder noe! 
. h ‘OU IN URDER MOST FOU 
Generally the self-appointed UPON MY PERSON AND WAR 


Emperors with big armies did (_ achat AGAINST MY ARMIES. 
better than those without. 


YOUR GUESTS SPLENDID. LET'S 
ARE ASSEMBLED ON \ ( GET RIGHT TO IT, SHALL 
THE WESTERN LAWN, WE, SERGEANT? 
EMPEROR, ee 
ORDERED. THEY 
ET THE 
@/” WORD GO OUT THATA | ee 
SIMILAR FATE AWAITS ANY Y 
OTHER PRETENDER 10 THE 
IMPERIAL THRONE! 


Oa 


—— ~~ 7 LAM JUBILEE MIRANT, FIRST NS 
FATHERS EMPEROR OF THE RESTORED EMPIRE! Ye 
HM ene PAY YOU ARE MY SUBJECTS GATHERED FROM 


. THROUGHOUT THIS WORLD, AND TH/S A BE Re 
\ IS YOUR DAY OF GLORY! 


AS OF NOW, ALL YOU FATHERS ARE RISE UP VW YOU NEW KINGS CAN NOW 
MADE KINGS, SUBJECT TO ME. IN TIME, AGAIN! GO ENJOY THE BANQUET WE'VE 
AS WE RECONQUER LOST LANDS, WE'LL /\ PREPARED FOR YOU! YOU NEW 

FIND ACTUAL KINGDOMS FOR PRINCES, LINE UP AND FOLLOW 
YOU TO RULE. ME TO A FEAST OF A 
Cs DIFFERENT SORT! 


TODAY YOU'VE 
BEEN CHOSEN FOR 
ENLARGEMENT DUE TO 
THE NATURE OF YOUR 
HANDSOME SONS, WHO 
ARE NOW MADE 
PRINCES. 


I JUST DON'T 
Zp UNDERSTAND THE WAYS 
W PUZZLED, SERGEANT. OF HIGH PERSONAGES, 
WHAT CAN I POSSIBLY 4 SiR. I HAD NO LETTERS 
: OR CIPHERS OUTSIDE 
» OF THE MILITARY. 


Y YOU WONDER WHY TI 
JUST CREATED SO MANY 
NEW PRINCES, AND WHAT J 

I PLAN ee WITH 49 


Soe 


SENS 


NAT 


ya 


Y I NEED HANDSOME 


PRINCES TO BREAK A 


H SPELL, SERGEANT. A 


LI SEEEE 
YOU THERE. Im 
NOT SLEEEEPING. 


NOT ONCE INALL ¥ 
THEESE YEEARS. 


= 


TRUE LOVE'S KISS, FROM 


DON'T WORRY, 
of SERGEANT. I DON'T 
PY NEED YOUR UNDER- 


BUT, IN SHORT, 


SERVICE. Gis SHE WAKES, THE CITY 
yy WAKES WITH HER. 
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I ALREADY HAVE MY MEN IN PLACE TO 3 
TAKE INTO CUSTODY THOSE T NEED TO kewe 
AREAL PRINCE, WILL WAKE RESTART AN EMPIRE--BASICALLY THE 
ie STANDING, ONLY YOUR , THE SLEEPING BEAUTY LAID } 
! CONTINUED LOYAL 4\ OUT ON YONDER DAIS. WHEN 


Ly 
we 


LISTEN UP, 
YOU PRINCES! JOIN 
THE LINE! WHEN YOUR 
TURN COMES, KISS THE 
LOVELY GIRLON 4 

THE SLAB/ 


WAKE HER, YOU 
WIN HER, ALONG WITH 


ALACE 
ES! _. 


VAST RICHES AND é 
A GREAT P, oe 
BESIDES. G 
CW Zales ed. 


YOU'RE ABOUT TO “GY IF ONLY I HADA 
SEE. I CAN MANUFACTURE V WAY TO MANUFACTURE W 
PRINCES BY THE BUSHEL, TRUE LOVE, T'D HAVE ¥ 

AND I CAN COMPEL KISSES.4 HAD THIS PROBLEM 
\ LICKED A YEAR AGO, 
WHEN WE FIRST 


NOW YOU'VE ~ 
GOT ME SORE 
CONFUSED. 


BUREAUCRATS WHO ACTUALLY “7 
RAN THINGS. 


OTHER HAND, THOSE 
WHO CAN OR MIGHT STRIVE 
TO THWART MY AMBITIONS fx 

HAVE ALREADY HAD THEIR 
; SLEEPING THROATS 
(al a 


MORE THAN 
A HUNDRED NEW 
PRINCES, EACH ONE 
AS HANDSOME AS ANY 
GIRL COULD WISH FOR, 
AND STILL NO 
SUCCESS! 
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OH, SPEAK LIP, 


a RF es 


PRUNE YOUR FACE 
AT ME LIKE THAT, I 
KNOW YOU'VE GOT 

SOMETHING TO 


IF I WERE GOING TO HAVE YOUR 
. HEAD LOPPED OFF FOR CRITICIZING 
YOUR BETTERS, I'D HAVE DONE 
IT YEARS AGO. 
a ae = 7 


TO TAKE TO COAX ALITTLE 


RUE LOVE FROM JUST ONE Jag _ 


OUT OF SO MANY? 


YOUR PARDON, SIR. 
IT'S HARDLY My 
PLACE, BUT-- 


: THEY WON'T BE I'D SUSPECT INSTEAD 
wIT'S JUST THE PROBLEM THINKING ABOUT LOVE Y THAT THEIR MINDS ARE 
THAT I THINK YOU'RE WITH THESE NEW AND MARRIAGE AND SUCH-- ALL AWHIRL WITH THE POMP 
GOING ABOUT IT ALL PRINCES |S THEY'RE NOT ON THE SAME DAY \ AND ADVENTURE OF 
WRONG. NEW PRINCES. THEY'VE BEEN SO THEIR SUDDENLY 
ENLARGED. Teen OeMer 


I DON'T KNOW ABOUT Y'SEE, SIR, I THINK YOU 
THE HIGH AFFAIRS OF KINGS VY WERE WRONG TODAY. I THINK 
AND EMPIRES, BUT I KNOW THE YOU CAN MANUFACTURE TRUE 
WAYS OF ORDINARY MEN. I'VE \ LOVE--OR AT LEAST DRUM IT 
SPENT A LIFETIME TURNING INTO THESE FELLERS. 
BOYS INTO SOLDIERS. 


LET ME TAKE OVER THEIR TRAINING. THEN, IN A FEW WEEKS, BUT, FROM 
I'LL ROUST THEM EVERY MORNING BEFORE WE'LL START BEDDING THEM NOW ON, IT'S 
FIRST SUN, WORK THEM ALL DAY, AND RETURN DOWN IN THE CITY COURTYARD, STRICTLY LOOK 

THEM EXHAUSTED TO THEIR COTS IN $5/GHT OF THE SLEEPING BUT DON'T 
EACH NIGHT. BEAUTY. TOUCH. 


AND T'LL 
ISOLATE THEM 
FROM THE FAIRER 


NEVER SO 
MUCH AS ALOCAL 
MILKMAID WILL THEY 

SEE. 


TRUST ME. A MONTH 
FROM NOW EVERY ONE OF 
THEM WILL BE HUNGERING 
AFTER HER, AS IF SHE WERE 
THE SUN, THE MOON AND 
THE STARS ABOVE. _, THE ONLY 


WOMAN IN 


THEIR ENTIRE 


WORLD. 


AS TRUE AS CAN BE. 

I KNOW THE MINDS OF MEN. 
NOTHING IS AS PURELY LOVED 
AS A WOMAN ONE CAN'T HAVE, 

y» BUT THEN WINS A CHANCE 
TO FIGHT FOR. 


THERE'LL BE 


SOME BLOOD SPILLED, ) 


OF COURSE. 


CHIE. IN DO YOU THINK 
ONE Sea WiLL... THAT'LL WORK? WILL 
Je GENCE, WILL "THEIR DESIRE FOR HER, 
LIT ae AFTER LONG PRIVATION, 
RUE. CONSTITUTE TRUE 
LOVE? 


I DON'T CARE. LET THEM 
CARVE ON EACH OTHER TO 
THEIR HEART'S CONTENT 

FOR THE CHANCE TO 


KISS THE GIRL. 
WHEN TA/S y 
PROJECT'S DONE, WHO \ 
NEEDS TO BE SADDLED 
WITH SO MANY SURPLUS 
PRINCES? 


AN ARMY INACTIVE 
TOO LONG GETS 
RESTLESS. 


THEY NEED AN 
ENEMY TO MARCH 
AGAINST AND FIGHT SOON, 
OR THEY'LL LOSE 


DISCIPLINE. 


I WANT YOu 
TO SET YOUR SCHEME 
IN MOTION /MMEDIATELY. 
LET'S GET OUR SLEEPING 
BEAUTY WOKEN AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 


AND THEN 
GET AWAY FROM 
THIS PLACE, BACK 
ON THE ROAD OF 
CONQUEST. 


SERGEANT, 
BUT IT WON'T 
LAST. 


i 


WE NEED 
TO RECOVER OUR 


SNOOZING EXPERTS 
FROM THE OLD EMPIRE WHO 
CAN START THE PROCESS 


VERY GOOD, 

SIR. IF THERE'S NOTHING 
ELSE THEN, I'LL TURN IN TO 
GET AN EARLY START IN 
THE MORNING. 


OF REOPENING THE 
WORLD GATEWAYS. 


Elsewhere, at another, more 
humble encampment... 


WERE 
YOU SPOTTED? 
FOLLOWED? 


OF COURSE NOT, 
COMMANDER. 


GOOD. 
PROP UP THE 
BODY. 


START THEY'LL 
STRIKING THE BE BACK 
CAMP. PACK »} SOON. 

UP. 


HERE 
THEY COME 
NOW! 


PUT Ny 
THE PRINCE'S 
; ; HEAD BACK IN J 


CAREFUL NOW, 
YOU GOBS! YAREN'T ) 
LOWERING MEAT INTO 


THAT'S 
MORE LIKE 


: HOW ARE 
THAT'S (voll \ THINGS PROCEEDING, 
BETTER. COMMANDER KRUPP?2 


FELLOWS WOULD 
HELP ME UP.,, Sage 8 ene 


Ee) 
FAR, SO GOOD, 
BOSS. HA'N'T HEARD 
BACK FROM THE 
OTHER TEAMS, 
THOUGH. 


WELL, LET'S BE READY TO MOVE 
OUT SMARTLY WHEN THEY 2O ARRIVE. 
I WANT TO PUT LEAGUES BETWEEN US 

ANP MIRANT'S FORCES BEFORE 

DAYBREAK. 


HERE THEY ARE GOOD! GRAND! LOAD 
NOW, SIR! Pa HER INTO THE WAGON AND 
/ e LET'S BE OFF! 


ONE 
PROBLEM, 
SIR. 


WE 
SEEM TO 
HAVE ONE 
TOO MANY 
SLEEPING 
BEAUTIES. 


THEY 
WERE BOTH 
LOVELY AND 
BOTH SLEEPING 
IN AN OPULENT 
SETTING, 
LORD. 


WE 
COULDN'T 
BE ENTIRELY 
CERTAIN WHICH 
WAS THE RIGHT 
ONE. 


NEVER MIND, 
SOLDIER. YOU 
USED YOUR HEAD 
AND BROUGHT 
80TH. 


WE DON'T 
REALLY NEED TO 
FIGURE OUT WHICH 
IS WHICH, AS LONG AS 
TRUE LOVE'S KISS NEVER 
WAKES E/7HER OF THEM. 


THAT FALSE EMPEROR MIRANT THEY'RE EACH NAUGHT 
WILL NEVER SEE HIS WARLOCKS BUT A FRAIL SLIP, AND BOTH 
AND BUREAUCRATS WOKEN CAN RIDE AS COMFORTABLY 
NOW. } AS ONE. 


LOAD = 
BOTH OF THEM y AYE, 
INTO THE WAGON, V(X EMPEROR 
COMMANDER, aes LINDWORM. 


So two beauties, rather than 
one, were stolen away that 
day. Let me tell you that 
turned into a grand 

= misadventure. 


DID YOU 
TAKE CARE OF YES INDEED, 
THAT OTHER COMMANDER. 
MATTER, 
SOLDIER? 


“WE SET TORCHES 
TO THE PLACE AS WE 
LEFT. 


"A SEA OF DRY 

THORNS WENT 

UP LIKE THEY 

WERE BATHED 
IN PITCH.” 


NO WAY TO GOT SOME 
TELL. THE FLAMES \V/ OF THE OTHER 
AND HAD REACHED HER Y SLEEPERS OUT, 
COURTYARD LONG — THOUGH. THERE 
BEFORE WE { WERE SEVERAL 
POCKETS IN THE 


IT'S NO 2 
USE, SIR. THE 
$ THE SLEEPING 
CITY'S LOST. BEAUTY? COULD. 
: CITY OUR RESCUE 
TEAM GOT TO 
BEFORE THE 
FIRE DID. 


BEST BE ABOUT IT, SOME OF THOSE 
THEN. IF THE SLEEPING ° WE RESCUED MAY BE 


BEAUTY /S DEAD, IT'S WAKING SOON. LET'S 
greg oe SALVAGE ieeat WE 
. A CAN FROM THIS 

—__\ ISASTER. 


WHO? 
ANYONE 
IMPORTANT 

TO US? 


- I'M NOT 
bay SURE. WE'LL BE 
DAYS SORTING 
THEM OUT. 


It took an army of administrators, 


bureaucrats, clerics and sorcerers Beene 
to run an empire that spanned BASKET, IF YOU 


worlds, gathered allin one e Placé, 


Less than a thousand of them ) 
were brought out alive, when 
the Sleeping City burned. 


a( WE SHOULD THINK Lg 
It’s estimated by some ABOUT MOVING 
that nearly a million ON, GUYS. ft 
souls fell under Briar THERE'LLBE ~~ 
Rose’s spell of endless NO MORE PICKINGS 
slumber. H 


y SOME SMALL \ 
4 \\ILLAGE IN THE COUNTRY, 

[ I THINK. APLACE WHERE Y 
TRUSTING FOLKS STILL PUT 
UNGUARDED P/ES OUT ON 

THE WINDOWSILL TO 


WHERE 
TO THEN, PORKY 
PINE? 


day marked the final death rattle 
of the Old Empire. 


NEED TO 


IT'S ALWAYS 
ABOUT PIES WITH Bueee ae ] 


am | ; I'VE 
! ! i MONG 
YOU TWO._@”\ GomEHOW, mR. ) ieee teh 


, MR. RBARIANS. 
GINGER. ve BARBARIAN 


NEXT: WHO WILL INHERIT THE WIND? 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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FABLES VOL. 3: 
STORYBOOK LOVE 
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HOMELANDS 
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